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U.S. readies second attempt at speedy border asylum screenings 


By ELLIOT SPAGAT 
Associated Press 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden scrapped 
expedited asylum screen- 
ings during his first month in 
office as part of a gutting of 
Trump administration bor- 
der polices that included 
building a wall with Mexico. 
Now he's preparing his own 
version. 
Donald Trump's fast-track 
reviews drew sharp criticism 
from internal government 
watchdog agencies as the 
percentage of people who 
passed those "credible fear 
interviews" 
plummeted. 
But the Biden administra- 
tion has insisted its speedy 
screening for asylum-seek- 
ers is different: Interviews 
will be done exclusively 
by U.S. Citizenship and Im- 
migration Services, not by 


Border Patrol agents, and 
everyone will have access 
to legal counsel. 
The decision to use fast- 
track screenings comes as 
COVID-19 asylum restric- 
tions are set to expire on 
May 11 and the U.S. gov- 
ernment prepares for an 
expected increase in ille- 
gal crossings from Mexico. 
The Texas border cities of El 
Paso, Laredo and Browns- 
ville have declared local 
states of emergency in re- 
cent days to prepare for 
the anticipated influx. 
Normally, about three in 
four migrants pass cred- 
ible fear interviews, though 
far fewer eventually win 
asylum. But during the five 
months of the Trump-era 
program, only 23% passed 
the initial screening, while 
69% failed and 9% with- 


drew, according to the 
Government Accountabil- 
ity Office. 
Those who get past initial 
screenings are generally 
freed in the United States 
to pursue their cases in im- 
migration court, which typi- 
cally takes four years. Crit- 
ics say the court backlog 
encourages more people 
to seek asylum. 
To pass screenings, mi- 
grants must convince an 
asylum officer they have 
a "significant possibility" of 
prevailing before a judge 
on arguments that they 
face persecution in their 
home countries on grounds 
of race, religion, nation- 
ality, political opinion or 
membership in a social 
group. 
Under the Biden adminis- 
tration's fast-track program, 


those who don't qualify will 
be deported "in a matter of 
days or just a few weeks," 
Homeland Security Secre- 
tary Alejandro Mayorkas 
said Thursday. 
The expedited screenings 
will be applied only to sin- 
gle adults, Mayorkas said. 
Despite the administration's 
assurances 
that 
people 
will have access to legal 
services, some immigrant 
advocates 
who 
were 
briefed by the administra- 
tion are doubtful. Katherine 
Hawkins, senior legal ana- 
lyst at the Project on Gov- 
ernment Oversight, noted 
that advocates were told 
attorneys would not be al- 
lowed inside holding facili- 
ties. 
The Trump administration 
used 
fast-track 
reviews 
from October 2019 until 
March 2020, when it began 
using a 1944 public health 
law known as Title 42 to 
expel immigrants on the 
grounds of preventing the 
spread of COVID-19. The 
speedy screenings were 
among Trump-era immi- 
gration polices that Biden 
rolled back in a February 
2021 executive order. 
Unlike the Trump adminis- 
tration, the Biden adminis- 
tration won't limit migrants 
to just one phone call. But 
it's unclear how many calls 
U.S. authorities can facili- 
tate, especially if there is 
no answer and attorneys 
call back, Hawkins said. 
Screenings initially will be 
limited to Spanish-speak- 
ing 
countries 
to 
which 
the U.S. has regular de- 
portation flights, accord- 


ing to Hawkins and others 
briefed. The administration 
began limited screening 
this month in Donna, Tex- 
as, in the Rio Grande Val- 
ley, and later expanded to 
large tents in other border 
cities, including San Diego; 
Yuma, Arizona; and El Paso, 
Texas. 
Mayorkas, a former federal 
prosecutor, didn't speak 
in detail about access to 
legal counsel in remarks 
Thursday about a broad 
strategy that, in addition 
to the screenings, includes 
processing centers in Gua- 
temala, 
Colombia 
and 
potentially elsewhere for 
people to come legally to 
the U.S. through an airport. 
"We have expanded our 
holding capacity and set 
up equipment and proce- 
dures so that individuals 
have the ability to access 
counsel," Mayorkas said. 
The Homeland Security De- 
partment's inspector gen- 
eral took issue with lack of 
legal representation under 
Trump's expedited screen- 
ing. There were four cord- 
less phones for migrants to 
share when screenings be- 
gan in El Paso. Guards took 
them to a shack to consult 
attorneys. 
Phone booths were later 
installed but didn't have 
handsets for safety reasons, 
forcing migrants to speak 
loudly and within earshot of 
people outside, the inspec- 
tor general said. 
Facilities built under Biden 
are more spacious with 
plenty of phone booths, 
according to people who 
have visited.q 


Migrants who crossed the border from Mexico into the U.S. wait 
next to the U.S. border wall where U.S. Border Patrol agents stand 
guard, seen from Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, Thursday, March 30, 
2023. 
Associated Press 
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Associated Press 
MADISON, Wis. (AP) — Four- 
teen-year-olds in Wiscon- 
sin could serve alcohol to 
seated customers in bars 
and restaurants under a bill 
circulated for cosponsors 
Monday by a pair of Re- 
publican state lawmakers. 
Under current law, only 
workers age 18 and above 
can serve alcohol to cus- 
tomers in Wisconsin. The 
bill would broaden that to 
workers ages 14 to 17. They 


could only serve to seated 
customers, not drinkers who 
are at the bar itself. 
The current age limit on 
serving 
alcohol 
“causes 
workforce issues due to 
an establishment’s under- 
age employees only be- 
ing able to do part of their 
job,” the bill sponsors Sen. 
Rob Stafsholt, of New Rich- 
mond, and Rep. Chanz 
Green, of Grandview, said 
in a memo circulated Mon- 
day seeking cosponsors. 


They said their idea “cre- 
ates a simple solution” to 
the state’s workforce short- 
age problems in the food 
and beverage industry. The 
bill requires the licensed 
operator of the bar or res- 
taurant be on the premises 
and supervising. 
Although no one under the 
age of 21 can legally drink 
alcohol, those under 21 — 
including minors of any age 
— in Wisconsin can drink in 
bars and restaurants if they 


are with their parents. 
If the proposal passes, Wis- 
consin would have the 
lowest age limit for workers 


allowed to serve alcohol, 
according to the National 
Institute on Alcohol Abuse 
and Alcoholism. q 


Americans fault news media for dividing nation: AP-NORC poll 


By DAVID KLEPPER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — When 
it comes to the news media 
and the impact it's having 
on democracy and politi- 
cal polarization in the Unit- 
ed States, Americans are 
likelier to say it's doing more 
harm than good. 
Nearly 
three-quarters 
of 
U.S. adults say the news 
media is increasing political 
polarization in this country, 
and just under half say they 
have little to no trust in the 
media's ability to report the 
news fairly and accurately, 
according to a new survey 
from The Associated Press- 
NORC Center for Public Af- 
fairs Research and Robert 
F. Kennedy Human Rights. 
The poll, released before 
World Press Freedom Day 
on 
Wednesday, 
shows 
Americans 
have 
signifi- 
cant concerns about mis- 
information — and the role 
played by the media itself 
along with politicians and 
social media companies 
in spreading it — but that 
many are also concerned 
about growing threats to 
journalists' safety. 
"The news riles people up," 
said 53-year-old Barbara 
Jordan, a Democrat from 
Hutchinson, Kansas. Jordan 
said she now does her own 
online research instead of 
going by what she sees on 
the TV news. "You're bet- 
ter off Googling something 
and learning about it. I trust 
the internet more than I do 
the TV." 
That breakdown in trust 
may prompt many Ameri- 


cans to reject the main- 
stream news media, often 
in favor of social media and 
unreliable 
websites 
that 
spread misleading claims 
and that can become par- 
tisan echo chambers, lead- 
ing to further polarization. 
While a slim majority of 
Americans say they have 
some 
degree 
of 
confi- 
dence in the news media's 
ability to report the news 
fully and fairly, only 16% say 
they are very confident. 
Forty-five percent say they 
have little to no confidence 
at all. 
The survey reveals the com- 
plicated relationship many 
Americans have with the 
media: A majority rate in- 
depth 
and 
investigative 
reporting as very helpful 


or extremely helpful for 
understanding the issues 
they care about, but they 
are more likely to say they 
regularly scan the head- 
lines than read an in-depth 
investigative article. And 
while overall trust in the 
media is low, a majority of 
respondents say the media 
is doing at least somewhat 
well in covering issues they 
care about. 
Four in 10 say the press is 
doing more to hurt Ameri- 
can democracy, while only 
about 2 in 10 say the press 
is doing more to protect it. 
An additional 4 in 10 say 
neither applies. 
Partisancable news outlets 
and social media platforms 
have driven the problem by 
conditioning many Ameri- 


cans to see one another as 
enemies, said Joe Salegna, 
a Republican who lives on 
Long Island, New York. 
"I think it's tearing this coun- 
try apart," Salegna, 50, told 
the AP. "Since the 2016 
election I think it's gotten a 
lot worse." 
Republicans view the news 
media less favorably than 
Democrats, with 61% of Re- 
publicans saying the news 
media is hurting democ- 
racy, compared with 23% 
of Democrats and 36% of 
independents who don't 
lean toward either party. 
Majorities across party lines 
say the news media fuels 
political division, but Re- 
publicans are much more 
likely than Democrats to 
say that's happening a lot. 


And 
more 
Republicans 
think the news is strongly 
influenced by the U.S. gov- 
ernment and the political 
views of journalists. 
Coverage of recent presi- 
dential elections, the coro- 
navirus pandemic, protests 
against police killings of 
Black Americans and oth- 
er events convinced Janis 
Fort that the media can't 
be believed. One station 
will cover a story that oth- 
ers ignore, she said, leaving 
viewers not sure whom to 
trust. 
"Everyone tells a different 
story. The media does noth- 
ing but stir up fear," said 
Fort, a retired 71-year-old 
Republican who lives in 
Navarre, Florida. "For me, 
and for most of the people 
I know, we feel like we're 
totally in the dark." 
Research has shown that 
fragmentation of the me- 
dia 
ecosystem, 
driven 
largely by the internet, has 
contributed 
to 
polariza- 
tion. Experts say America's 
heightened political divi- 
sions have a number of 
causes — gerrymandering 
that reduces political com- 
petition, for example, or 
politicians who stoke fear 
and distrust — but media 
fragmentation and misin- 
formation are making a 
clear impact, too. 
"We should be concerned 
for the health of democ- 
racy," said Joshua Tucker, 
a political scientist at New 
York University who studies 
partisanship and co-directs 
NYU's Center for Social 
Media.q 


Former Vice President Mike Pence, center, talks to reporters after speaking at a parents rights rally 
on Feb. 15, 2023, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 


Associated Press 


Bill would allow 14-year-olds to serve 
alcohol in Wisconsin 


Patrons sit in a hotel bar in Eau Claire, Wis., May 1, 2019. 


Associated Press 
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Tornadoes in Virginia and Florida, flooding in other states 


By BEN FINLEY 
Associated Press 
VIRGINIA BEACH, Va (AP) 
— A rare and powerful 
tornado sent residents of 
a coastal city in Virginia 
fleeing for cover over the 
weekend as it peeled roofs 
from buildings and pushed 
homes from their founda- 
tions. 
It was the most powerful 
tornado ever to hit Virginia 
Beach, 
Virginia, 
officials 
confirmed 
Monday. 
No 
one was reported injured, 
despite few residents being 
prepared for tornadoes. 
Several people described 
taking cover under stair- 
wells; most lack basements 
because the water table is 
so high. 
Wreckage from destructive 
weather dotted the U.S. 
Monday as officials took 
stock of unrelated torna- 
does and flooding dam- 
age from over the week- 
end, stretching from Florida 
to Maine. 
In Virginia Beach, residents 
credited a cellphone warn- 
ing system for helping them 
take shelter in time. One 
family escaped injuries by 
reacting to a weather alert 
that came less than a min- 
ute before the tornado hit. 
"It just happened sudden- 
ly," Lori Camper said. "The 
whole thing lasted 10 sec- 
onds." 
She and her visiting daugh- 
ter looked out the window 
and saw the trees bending 
in the wind and ran. The 
family, including Camper's 


grandchildren, 
aged 
2 
years and 5 weeks, as well 
as two dogs, ran into a 
stairwell — the only place 
without windows. 
"Then all the windows blew 
out in the kitchen and 
sucked everything out of 
the kitchen and a tree fell 
through the roof," Camper 
said. "And now one side of 
the house is leaning." 
She hadn't experienced 
a tornado that strong in 
the 19 years she had lived 
there. 
"I'm 
grateful," 
she 
said. 
"God took care of us." 
No injuries were reported. 
Elsewhere, officials were 
assessing damage Mon- 
day in West Virginia, Maine, 


Florida and California. The 
National Weather Service 
confirmed a Saturday tor- 
nado in Florida. And high 
water on the Mississippi Riv- 
er is testing flood defenses 
in Iowa and Illinois as the 
river crests in the area Mon- 
day. West Virginia's eastern 
mountains could see up to 
8 inches (20 centimeters) 
of snow Tuesday morning 
as a rare May winter storm 
moves through, forecasters 
said. The snow won't help 
the area's ski resorts, which 
had already closed for the 
season. 
In California, a late-season 
weather system brought 
showers and the possibility 
of high-elevation snow in 


the Sierra Nevada through 
the week. Fears of flood- 
ing shut down of parts of 
Yosemite Valley over the 
weekend. But the National 
Park Service said the Mer- 
ced River did not rise as 
much as expected and the 
valley reopened on Mon- 
day. In Maine, heavy rain 
and powerful wind gusts 
knocked out power for 
more than 50,000 homes 
and businesses on Monday 
morning. Wind gusts of up 
to 70 mph (115 kph) were 
reported Sunday near Ma- 
tinicus Island, about 20 
miles offshore, and up to 
65 mph (100 kph) onshore 
in Bath, where Navy ship- 
builder Bath Iron Works has 


numerous cranes. Rainfall 
approaching 5 inches (13 
centimeters) also led to 
flood warnings on several 
rivers in parts of southern 
Maine. 
The Virginia Beach torna- 
do destroyed at least 100 
buildings, tearing through 
them with wind speeds 
as high as 150 mph (240 
kph), officials assessing the 
wreckage 
and 
weather 
data said Monday. The 
National Weather Service's 
Wakefield, Virginia, office 
confirmed Monday morn- 
ing that the tornado was 
rated at EF-3, with wind 
estimates of 140 mph (225 
kph) to 150 mph (240 kph). 
It's the first tornado to be 
rated that high, according 
to NOAA records, with wind 
gusts exceeding those of 
the largest hurricanes re- 
corded around the city. 
A.T. Price, 73, was at his 
stove making tacos Sunday 
when his phone started to 
buzz with severe weather 
alerts. At first, he pooh- 
poohed it. 
"But it kept buzzing and 
buzzing. I checked it again 
and it says, 'Immediate 
danger. Tornado down,'" 
Price said. He dove into the 
closet below his first-floor 
stairwell, crouching into a 
fetal position under his win- 
ter coats. 
"I heard the freight-train 
sound, and it sounded like 
it was going right over the 
house," Price said. "I would 
tell people to heed those 
alerts."qVirginia Beach Di- 


A vehicle is crushed by a fallen tree on N Great Neck Road in Virginia Beach, Va., on Sunday, April 
30, 2023 as a result of a strong storm that ripped through the area. 
Associated Press 


By JOHN O’CONNOR 
Associated Press 


DIVERNON, Ill. (AP) — A 
windstorm in southern Illi- 
nois kicked up dangerous 
clouds of blinding dust off 
farm fields Monday, caus- 
ing numerous crashes and 
killing at least six people on 
Interstate 55, police said. 
The late morning crashes 
involved 40 to 60 cars and 
multiple tractor-trailers, two 
of which caught fire, Illinois 
State Police Maj. Ryan Star- 
rick said. 
At least six people died, he 
said. 
I-55 was shut down in both 
directions in Montgomery 
County, 75 miles (120 kilo- 


meters) north of St. Louis. 
Starrick told reporters that 
it was a spring version of a 
“whiteout situation” typi- 
cally seen in winter snow- 
storms. 
“The cause of the crashes 
is due to excessive winds 
blowing 
dirt 
from 
farm 
fields across the highway, 
leading to zero visibility,” 
he said. Winds at the time 
were 
gusting 
between 
35 mph (56 kph) and 45 
mph (74 kph), the National 
Weather Service said. 
“It’s very flat, very few 
trees,” 
meteorologist 
Chuck Schaffer said. “It’s 


been very dry across this 
area really for the last three 
weeks. The farmers are out 
there tilling their fields and 
planting. The top layer of 
soil is quite loose.” 
Starrick said more than 30 
people were transported 
to hospitals with injuries fol- 
lowing the crashes, which 
occurred in both the south- 
bound 
and 
northbound 
lanes. He said I-55 would be 
closed until late morning or 
early afternoon Tuesday. 
The Auburn Travel Center in 
Divernon was established 
as a reunification spot for 
travelers.q 


At least 6 people dead in Illinois highway windstorm 


Smoke billows after a crash involving at least 20 vehicles shut 
down a highway in Illinois, Monday, May 1, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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U.S. House speaker in Knesset amid 
fraught U.S.-Israel ties 


By ILAN BEN ZION and TIA 
GOLDENBERG 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — The U.S. 
House speaker addressed 
Israel's parliament on Mon- 
day, a rare honor awarded 
to the highest-ranking Re- 
publican in U.S. politics at a 
time of fraught relations be- 
tween Israel's government 
and Democratic President 
Joe Biden. 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu por- 
trayed the speech as a 
nod to bipartisan U.S. sup- 
port for Israel as it marks 
75 years since its creation. 
Critics say the platform giv- 
en to McCarthy — he's only 
the second House speaker 
to address the Knesset, af- 
ter Newt Gingrich in 1998 
— is a pointed jab at Biden. 
McCarthy spoke to the 
Knesset, greeted by fre- 
quent applause and a 
standing ovation, as law- 
makers returned from a 
month-long recess. They 
are expected to resume 
the fight over a conten- 
tious plan, promoted by 
the most right-wing govern- 
ment in Israel's history, to 
overhaul the judiciary. 
The plan has split Israelis 
and drawn a rare public re- 
buke from Biden. Amid the 
tensions, Biden has so far 
denied Netanyahu a typi- 
cally customary invitation 
to the White House after his 
election win late last year. 
In a challenge to Biden, 
McCarthy said Monday he 
expects the White House 
"to invite the prime min- 
ister over for a meeting, 
especially with the 75th 
anniversary" of Israel's in- 
dependence. He said he 
would invite Netanyahu to 
speak to Congress if Biden 
doesn't. 
McCarthy's visit to Israel 
was another sign of the 
gradual transformation of 
Israel from a bipartisan mat- 
ter into a wedge issue in 
U.S. politics. The trend goes 
back more than a decade, 
when Netanyahu began 
openly siding with Repub- 
licans against Democrats. 
In parallel, some younger 
progressive 
Democrats 
have become increasingly 


critical of Israeli policies, 
including the treatment of 
Palestinians. 
McCarthy addressed the 
Knesset at a time when 
both 
Republicans 
and 
Democrats 
are 
steeling 
for 
presidential 
nomina- 
tion races. Republicans are 
seeking to present them- 
selves to voters, especially 
to evangelical Christians, 
as the best ally to Israel. 
McCarthy and Netanyahu 
met face to face ahead 
of the Knesset address and 
the Republican lavished 
praise on the Israeli leader, 
saying his "leadership, char- 
acter and courage" inspire 
Americans. 
The Californian said the the 
U.S. "cherishes its unbreak- 
able 
bond" 
with 
Israel, 
pledged continued fund- 
ing for security assistance, 
and 
said 
the 
countries 
must "remain resolute in our 
commitment that Iran will 
never acquire a nuclear 
weapon." 
In Washington, White House 
National Security Council 
spokesman John Kirby side- 
stepped questions about 
McCarthy's suggestion that 
he could invite Netanyahu 
to speak to Congress sepa- 
rate of a White House visit. 
Kirby said that he expect- 
ed Netanyahu would visit 
the White House at some 
point but said no visit was 


planned at the moment. 
"I think we've seen Speaker 
McCarthy's comments and 
we'll let him speak to those 
comments and whatever 
his intentions are," Kirby 
said. "What I can speak to 
is the longstanding unwav- 
ering support the President 
Biden has already provid- 
ed to the people in Israel 
over many, many decades 
of public service." 
Before 
the 
parliament 
recess, 
Netanyahu 
had 
paused judicial overhaul 
plans under intense pres- 
sure, which has included 
large weekly protests, a 
labor strike and threats by 
military reservists to stop 
showing up for duty. Biden 
waded into the criticism, 
saying Netanyahu "cannot 
continue down this road." 
While 
Netanyahu 
and 
Biden have known each 
other for decades, their re- 
lationship has soured since 
Netanyahu returned to of- 
fice late last year after a 
brief break as opposition 
leader. The Biden adminis- 
tration has voiced unease 
about Netanyahu's gov- 
ernment, made up of ultra- 
nationalists who were once 
at the fringes of Israeli poli- 
tics and now hold senior 
positions dealing with the 
Palestinians and other sen- 
sitive issues. 
Over the years, Netanya- 


hu, a lifelong conservative 
with 
American-accented 
English and deep ties to 
the U.S., hasn't hidden his 
Republican leanings even 
as he's spoken of the im- 
portance of keeping Israel 
a bipartisan issue. In 2015, 
he delivered a speech to 
Congress against the Iran 
nuclear deal which was 
widely seen as a slight 
against the Obama admin- 
istration, which negotiated 
the agreement. He was ac- 
cused of backing Republi- 
can Mitt Romney's candi- 
dacy for president and was 
one of President Donald 
Trump's closest internation- 
al supporters. 
That Republican tilt has 
tested ties with American 
Jews, most of whom lean 
Democratic. 
Eytan Gilboa, an expert 
on 
U.S.-Israel 
relations, 
said there's been "serious 
damage" to Israel's ties to 
Washington, and that Ne- 
tanyahu himself "broke the 
bipartisanship" surrounding 
Israel. The McCarthy visit, 
he said, was a way for both 
Republicans and Netanya- 
hu to stick it to Biden. 
"Netanyahu thinks that if 
McCarthy visits here it will 
put pressure on the White 
House to invite him." Gilboa 
said. "Republicans are fight- 
ing over who's the greatest 
supporter of Israel."q 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, left, speaks as U.S. Speaker of the House Kevin 
McCarthy, right, listens during a session of the Knesset, Israel's parliament in Jerusalem, Monday, 
May 1, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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By SUZAN FRASER and 
ABBY SEWELL 
Associated Press 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — 
The leader of the Islamic 
State group was killed in 
an operation by Turkish in- 
telligence teams in north- 
ern Syria, Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan an- 
nounced. 
Turkey’s 
state 
media said the IS leader 
blew himself up to avoid 
capture. 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan told 
TRT Turk television in an in- 
terview late Sunday that 
the IS leader known as Abu 
Hussein al-Qurayshi died 
on Saturday, following a 
lengthy pursuit by the Turk- 
ish 
intelligence 
agency, 
MIT. 
“We will continue our strug- 
gle against terrorist orga- 
nizations,” 
Erdogan 
said 
in the interview, without 
elaborating. 
The 
Islamic 
State group has so far not 
confirmed the death of its 
leader. 
A member of the Turkish- 
backed Syrian opposition 
forces’ military police told 
The Associated Press that 
the MIT clashed with IS 
militants on a farm in the 
village of Miska in Aleppo 
province late Friday night. 
As the fighting intensified, 
al-Qurayshi, who was hid- 
ing in a building on the 
farm, blew himself up, the 


military 
police 
member 
said. He spoke on condition 
of anonymity because he 
was not authorized to com- 
ment to the media. 
The Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights, a Britain- 
based opposition war mon- 
itor, said Turkish drones flew 
over the area and Turkish- 
backed Syrian opposition 
groups, alerted by Ankara, 
closed off roads leading to 
the where the clashes were 
taking place. 
Turkey’s state-run Anadolu 
Agency said as the Turk- 


ish agents closed in on him 
after afour-hour operation, 
al-Qurayshi detonated his 
suicide vest. The IS leader 
was at a house with an un- 
derground bunker in the 
Jinderes region and did not 
respond to calls for him to 
surrender, the agency said, 
quoting unnamed security 
officials. 
After Turkish agents broke 
into the building, al-Quray- 
shi blew himself up realiz- 
ing he would be caught, 
the report said. Anadolu 
added 
that 
al-Qurayshi 


had been frequently on the 
move. 
Turkey has conducted nu- 
merous operations against 
IS 
militants 
and 
Kurdish 
rebels in Syria’s border ar- 
eas. Turkey controls large 
swaths of territory in north- 
ern Syria, following several 
land incursions to drive 
Kurdish groups away from 
the border. 
IS has carried out a string of 
deadly attacks in Turkey, in- 
cluding a shooting at an Is- 
tanbul night club on Jan. 1, 
2017 which killed 39 people 


during New Year celebra- 
tions. Abu Hussein al-Quray- 
shi was named IS leader 
after its previous chief was 
killed in October. He took 
over at a time when IS had 
long lost control of the terri- 
tory it once held in Iraq and 
Syria. However, IS has been 
been trying to rise again, 
with sleeper cells carrying 
out deadly attacks in both 
countries. 
Islamic State founder Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi was hunt- 
ed down by U.S. forces in 
a raid in northwest Syria in 
October 2019. His succes- 
sor, Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi 
al-Qurayshi, was killed in a 
similar raid in February 2022. 
He was followed by Abu 
al-Hassan 
al-Hashimi 
al- 
Qurayshi, who according 
to the U.S. military was killed 
in mid-October in an op- 
eration by Syrian rebels in 
Syria’s southern province 
of Daraa, after which the 
latest leader took over, 
Abu Hussein al-Qurayshi. 
None of the al-Qurayshis 
are believed to be re- 
lated. Al-Qurayshi is not 
their real name but comes 
from Quraish, the name of 
the tribe to which Islam’s 
Prophet Muhammad be- 
longed. IS claims its lead- 
ers hail from this tribe and 
“al-Qurayshi” serves as part 
of an IS leader’s nom de 
guerre.q 


Associated Press 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — The 


United Nations food relief 
agency 
has 
suspended 
aid deliveries to Ethiopia’s 
northern 
Tigray 
region 
amid an internal investiga- 
tion into the theft of food 
meant for hungry people, 
according to four humani- 
tarian workers. 
The World Food Program 
is responsible for deliver- 
ing food from the U.N. and 
other partners to Tigray, 
the center of a devastat- 
ing two-year civil war that 
ended with a ceasefire in 
November. 
More than 5 million of the 
region’s 6 million people 
rely on aid. 
WFP informed its humani- 
tarian partners on April 20 
that it was temporarily sus- 
pending deliveries of food 
to Tigray amid reports of 


food misappropriation, one 
of the four humanitarian 
workers told AP. Three other 
aid workers confirmed this 
information. They all insist- 
ed on anonymity because 
they were not authorized to 
speak to a journalist on this 
matter. 
Last month, AP reported 
that the WFP was investi- 
gating cases of food misap- 
propriation and diversion 
in Ethiopia, where a total 
of 20 million people need 
humanitarian help due to 
drought and conflict. 
A letter sent by the WFP’s 
Ethiopia director on April 5 
asked humanitarian part- 
ners to share “any informa- 
tion or cases of food mis- 
use, misappropriation or di- 
version that you are aware 
of or that are brought to 


your attention by your staff, 
beneficiaries or local au- 
thorities.” 
At the time, two aid workers 
told AP that the stolen sup- 
plies included enough food 
to feed 100,000 people. 
The food was discovered 
missing from a warehouse 
in the Tigray city of Sheraro. 
It was not clear who was re- 
sponsible for the theft. 
Tigray’s new interim presi- 
dent, Getachew Reda, said 
last month he discussed 
“the growing challenge of 
diversion & sale of food aid 
meant for the needy” with 
senior WFP officials during a 
visit by the agency to Me- 
kele, the regional capital. 
A spokesperson for the WFP 
in Ethiopia did not immedi- 
ately respond to a request 
for comment.q 


Erdogan says Turkish forces killed IS chief in Syria 


Turkish President and People’s Alliance’s presidential candidate Recep Tayyip Erdogan gestures 
to supporters during an election campaign rally in Ankara, Sunday, April 30, 2023 
Associated Press 


U.N. agency suspends food aid to Ethiopia’s Tigray amid theft 


A worker walks next to a pile of sacks of food earmarked for 
the Tigray and Afar regions in a warehouse of the World Food 
Programme (WFP) in Semera, the regional capital for the Afar 
region, in Semera, Ethiopia, Feb. 21, 2022. 


Associated Press 
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King’s Day saw many activities around the island 


(Oranjestad)—April 
27th 
was the birth day of King 
Willem-Alexander and this 
was celebrated all through- 
out the Dutch kingdom, in- 
cluding Aruba. 


There were an abundance 
of different activities and 
event around the island. 
For example, there were 
various Kite Flying competi- 
tions and car shows of clas- 
sic cars, either customized 
or preserved in the down 
town area, where all clubs 
were invited to exhibit their 
unique motorcars. 


This was the second time 
this year that the car show 
was organized—it is also 


tradition to have car shows 
on March 18th, the day of 
our National Flag and An- 
them. 


Many people were very ex- 
cited to enjoy the range of 
snacks and foods provided 
around the island, take a 
trip to see the different ac- 
tivities and celebrate King’s 
Day. This day is very special 
to the community of Aruba, 
because “the king will stay 
our king, so we must cele- 
brate with him,” according 
to a spectator our reporter 
briefly interviewed.q 


The Hilton Aruba Caribbean Hotel & Casino dedicated to community service 


(Oranjestad)—The Hilton Aruba Caribbean Re- 
sort & Casino launched an internal culture ini- 
tiative last year designed to increase Hilton’s 
Team-Member involvement with their commu- 
nities and colleagues. 


As part of that resort-wide commitment to local 
issues and causes, Team-Members decided to 
participate in volunteer programs, food dona- 
tion initiatives, clean ups and any other positive 
social impact response, once a month, one re- 
sort-department at a time. 
This week it was the Accounting Department’s 
turn. Following the request by a PE teacher and 
Swim Coach, Team Members showed up at the 
crack of dawn, 5:30am, in San Nicolas, at the 
Abraham de Veer public school, to prep food 


and beverage for the annual Sport Day, cater- 
ing for the need of more than 270 students, ed- 
ucators and staffers, with anything from sand- 
wiches, to cookies, and soft drinks, for an entire 
day. 


Last month, the Front Office and the Kitchen 
Department undertook two ambitious projects. 
Front Office Team-Members tackled painting 
the walls and repairing the ceiling at Colegio 
Nigel Matthew, while the Kitchen Department 
went to Fontein Kleuterschool, a kindergarten, 
where they prepared 100 sandwiches, and 100 
chocolate chip cookies, paired with milk, fresh 
fruit and juices for all kids and faculty members. 
The young students also received new crayons 
and small coloring book made in house. 
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Fresh fish right out of the Caribbean Sea to your plate 


ORANJESTAD – Fish restaurants are every- 
where, but do they serve fresh fish daily right 
out of the Caribbean Sea? The Grand Fish 
Restaurant does. This locally-owned restau- 
rant is situated merely 5 minutes from the strip 
and is open as early as 11am for the lunch 
lovers. 


The minute you step inside you can feel the 
homey and cozy warm ambiance by the dé- 
cor and the friendly staff who will receive you 
with open arms. 
The Grand Fish Restaurant has an extraordi- 
nary menu starting with appetizers, salads 
and their famous fish soup. The entree dishes 


consist of a variety of fresh fish like whole red 
snapper, fish steak, fish cake, grilled salmon, 
mixed seafood or seafood rice (paella local 
style) combined with sides of vegetables, 
french fries, rice, plantain, the island’s tradi- 
tional ‘pan bati’ (slapped bread) or funchi 
(cornmeal cake). 
Each and every dish is made with passion, 
love and dedication. Yes… even the fried 
ones! 
There are also pasta, meat and poultry op- 
tions plus a kid-friendly menu with crispy 
chicken or fish nuggets, cheese burgers, mac 
& cheese and kid tenderloin. 
Pair your meal with your favorite drink or 
cocktail, a wine of your choice or a glass of 
The Grand Fish yummy homemade fresh lem- 
onade. 
If you haven’t visited The Grand Fish yet, 
check out our local page for a coupon for 
a free glass of wine and make sure to drop 
by. The staff will be happy to welcome, guide 
and serve you for an amazing casual bite 
and good time. 
The Grand Fish Restaurant is situated at 
Taratata Road 15, unit #1. 
Open from 11AM – 10PM from 
Wednesday till Monday 
CLOSED on Tuesdays!!! q 


Port City will have a significant economic impact on Aruba 


ORANJESTAD - On Tuesday, 
April 18, 2023, Prime Min- 
ister Evelyn Wever-Croes 
attended the official pre- 
sentation of the Port City at 
the Aruba Ports Authority 
(APA). 


In her speech, the Prime 
Minister elaborated on the 
impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on the econo- 
my of Aruba and the ac- 
tions required to be taken 


by the Government to pro- 
tect those severely affect- 
ed. Aruba is recovering, 
and investments like the 
Port City are valuable for 
the Aruban economy. 
With this project, the private 
sector will invest around 
$500 million, the most sub- 
stantial investment in the 
Aruban infrastructure. The 
APA will invest around $80 
million in public spaces, 
parking, and recreational 


areas. This project will cre- 
ate new economic op- 
portunities and jobs, and 
generate the foreign ex- 
change needed to fortify 
Aruba's economy. 


The Prime Minister thanks 
the Minister of Tourism and 
Public Health, Dangui Odu- 
ber, the Aruba Ports Author- 
ity (APA), all stakeholders, 
and the community their 
supporting this project.q 
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Royal honors 2023 


ORANJESTAD - On Wednesday, April 26, 2023, at 07:00 
a.m. (local time), the special edition of the Government 
Gazette was published containing the overview of Royal 
Honors awarded this year. 


Traditionally, this festive moment, also called the Gener- 
al Occasion, is associated with the birthday of His Maj- 
esty the King, being the Grand Master of Knighthood. An 
award may be presented to people who have rendered 
special service to society. 


This year, 10 Aruban citizens will be decorated. The Aru- 
ban "Ribbon Rain" will take place took place on the 26th. 


The following persons will be decorated as "Knight of the 
Order of Orange-Nassau": 
Mr. Carlos Juan Benicio Albertus 
Mr. Goswino Adolfo Oduber 
Mr. Frank Albert Williams 


The following individuals will be decorated as 'Members in 
the Order of Orange-Nassau': 
Ms. Diana Margarita Flanders 
Mr. Emile André Ignatius Herdé 
Mrs. Martiline Louise Hodge-Henry 
Mr. Giantonio Angelo Muller 
Ms. Angelique Liseth Perez-Kelly 
Mrs. Nataly Maria Simmons-Thompson 
Ms. Mathilda Juanita Wijnaarq 
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History of fishing in Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — Fishing has 
been a family tradition for 
ages in Aruba. Our ances- 
tors used to fish for a living. 
Even 
though 
nowadays 
you don’t see them often 
we still have some passion- 
ate fishermen on the island 
that go out every day in 
search for fish to feed their 
families and serve our local 
market. One of these fish- 
erman is Gregory Wernet. 


The so-called Continental 
Bank between Aruba and 
the opposite coast reach- 
es a depth of about 650 
feet. The sea is very rich 
in fish here. Since the time 
of the indigenous native 
people fish and other sea 
creatures such as turtles, 
octopus squids, conch and 
many type of crustaceans 
have formed a means of 
subsistence for the native 
Aruban inhabitants. Espe- 
cially along the west coast 
of the island where the 
fishing grounds are settle- 
ments of fishermen. Until 
the arrival of the oil -indus- 
try Aruban fishermen could 
supply Aruba’s wants. 
As a source of income, 
however, fishing did not 


amount too much. In the 
beginning of the 1900’s 
approximately 160 peo- 
ple earn their living in this 
branch of this industry. 
Rancho, which stands for 
a shed, nowadays east 
Oranjestad, was the head 
quarter and remains the 
fishermen’s settlement. Sa- 
vaneta, Noord, Santa Cruz 
all had their fishermen’s vil- 
lages. At a rough estimate 
there were about a hun- 
dred small fishing boats 
during that time. 
The Arubans were mainly 
engaged in coastal fishing, 
using rowing-boats or small 
sailing-boats, and lines or 
dragnets and canisters in 
shallow water. When fish- 
ing with deep-sea lines just 
over the bottom of the sea 
the boat is kept in place by 
means of a piece of rock 
serving as an anchor. The 
two most important spe- 
cies of fish by far caught in 
this manner are the pargo 
or red snappers and a va- 
riety of groupers like the 
mero, jeanpao and the 
wowo di boyo. 
Cruising off the coast the 
Aruban fisherman patient- 
ly waits for a fish willing to 


snap at the bait on the 
drag-line, in nets and traps. 
Veritable giants are some- 
times caught. Barracudas 
weigh from 9 to 44 pounds 
and measure from 3 to al- 
most 7 feet. The king-fish 
has a weight from 22 to 44 
pounds; the moclat may 
tip the scales at 155, whilst 
garfish, having a length of 
nine feet, weigh over 132 
pounds. 
Most fish caught is used 
for their own consumption, 
to feed their families and 
some are being sold in the 
market to local restaurants. 


Fisherman Gregory Wernet 
Gregory Wernet is a well- 
known fisherman from San- 
ta Cruz. His father taught 
him fishing when he was 
a small child. Gregory has 
two sons, Jordan and Jor- 
danny, which he taught 
fishing too, when they were 
only 3 years old and he 
takes them fishing with him. 
Fishing has been a fam- 
ily tradition for quite a long 
time and even his grand- 
son Willvion of 7 years old 
is following his grandfather 
steps. This is the sixth gen- 
eration of fishermen in their 


family. 
They go deep sea fishing. 
There they catch red snap- 
per, grouper and amber- 
jack. They usually fish for 
15 hours a day, but now 
due to the covid-19 mea- 
surements they go fishing 
from 5 in the morning until 
8 o’clock at night or even 
sometimes from 8 at night 
till 5 in the morning. The 
day before they prepare 
all their fishing tools such as 
the Lines, lures, spears, and 
load their boat with fishing 
reels, batteries, fill the gas- 
oline tank, lights and some 
food and beverages. For 
bait he uses sardines, squid 
and the small fish known 
in Aruba as piskechi. The 
have two boats they use 
for fishing. ‘Virgen del Val- 
le’ which is parked at the 
pier by the Seaport and 
‘Padrot’ which they have 
at home. 
The fish they catch they 
take home to their families 
and they also sell it to their 
clients. Gregory is proud to 
be a fisherman. It is a hon- 
est and humble job but 
with it he is able to feed 
his family even during hard 
times. It is a very dangerous 
job and you have to spend 
many hours on the sea, 
waiting patiently and risk- 
ing your life while fighting 
a big fish and big waves 
but the adrenaline it brings 
with it but also just sitting 
there listening to the sound 
of the waves and enjoying 
the marvelous view that 
nature has to offer is all 
worth it.q 


Source: Etnia Nativa 
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Carina Wever: 
“The future of humanity depends more on collaboration” 


For ten years she has been 
working as a yoga instruc- 
tor. A few years ago, she 
founded 
and 
organized 
the Cadushi Festival. She 
also worked as a journalist 
and directed a foundation. 
Now she is finding her life’s 
purpose in a journey of dis- 
covery and growth for life, 
nature, music, art, culture, 
love, among others. Her 
name is Carina Wever. 


She sat down with our re- 
porter and shared that she 
lived in the Netherlands for 
several years and has been 
in Aruba back in 2008. 
For some time she has in- 
volved herself in different 
activities such as Cirkel, a 
place where people went 
to participate in different 
workshops, yoga lessons, 
get-togethers to give sup- 
port to others, for which she 
assured that it was just an 
excuse for people to get 
together to talk about any- 
thing. 
In the interview, she ex- 
pressed that she’s always 
helped pregnant women, 
which motivated her to 
do training in New York to 
become a doula. But well- 
ness was something she 
has been interest in since 
childhood, she stated. She 
has been doing yoga since 
she was 11 years old and 
staying active and living a 
healthy life was something 
that always had her atten- 
tion: “that was a trajectory 
that came very natural to 
me.” 
She organized Cadushi Fes- 
tival and works with another 
foundation that organized 
events for the financial sec- 
tor. But now she reached 
a point where she is trying 
to combine everything in 
what she down; yoga and 
events 
uniting 
different 
elements of wellness like 
movement, breathing ex- 
ercises, meditation, even 
nutrition and other healthy 
habits “that help you get 
the bigger picture, be- 
cause to live healthily does 
not require just one path. 
I try to combine different 
elements from my own life 
experiences which proved 
successful to me,” she ex- 
pressed. 


Now she own a company 
where they explore differ- 
ent ways to help people 
reach 
holistic 
wellness. 
There offer different ele- 
ments to achieve a life 
with optimal health: “I try to 
search for collaborations, 
because I think there are 
many people that do dif- 
ferent things to help other 
people achieve a healthier 
lifestyle—including healthy 
mental well-being, for ex- 
ample through therapy or 
coaching, nutrition, social 
work.” 
That is how she ended up 


taking part in the project 
Women’s 
Month 
Uniting 
Women, along with other 
empowered women and 
professionals. 
Together 
there organize activities on 
International Women’s Day 
every year. 
“All these people have their 
own expertise and they all 
help women with the same 
goal. They help women be- 
come more healthy and 
stronger. This is why I decid- 
ed to join the project,” she 
stated. 
In terms of her experience 
with the project, she shared 


that they were very suc- 
cessful “and the most im- 
portant part was that we 
received a lot of positive 
reaction and enthusiasm. 
People told us that we 
should do this more often 
and not just for Women’s 
Day. We all have differ- 
ent ideas and angles, like 
a financial psychologist, 
who help people with their 
spending habits and their 
overall 
relationship 
with 
money. Some of our mem- 
bers are great coaches 
too; others give art lessons 
to people. We have one 
member who does kick- 
boxing to empower wom- 
en.” 
She further expressed that 
her and the organization 
wanted to do a follow up, 
so they can evaluated how 
the activities went and to 
see how they can keep 
collaborating with other 
people and organizations, 
and not just make it a once 
a month thing: “we want to 
think of ways to keep join- 
ing forces, to keep offering 
something to people for 
the rest of the year. This isn’t 
concrete yet but that is our 
plan.” 
But their plan does not only 
include women, but also 
men, who since their last 
activities, have also asked 
to be a part of these activi- 


ties. Wever expressed that 
“to reach an optimal state 
of life, I feel like it would 
great if we can have Wom- 
en’s day, but also include 
men in this so that we can 
do 
something 
together, 
seeing 
as 
they 
there’s 
much of a celebration for 
their day.” 
She wishes that there could 
be more collaboration be- 
tween similar people that 
provide services like this, so 
that everyone can benefit 
from them: “From a young 
age we are taught that 
boys are stronger; boys 
don’t cry. They have feel- 
ings too, but are taught to 
lock them away and to be 
strong, and act as if they 
don’t need help or sup- 
port.” 


To finalize, Wever believes 
that the future of mankind 
depends more on collabo- 
ration: “there are so many 
people 
that 
are 
doing 
great things to contribute 
in a positive way, but a lot 
of times there is a tendency 
do only do ones part and 
be done. I believe that in 
the future we can really 
help people in need. That’s 
why it is important to unite. 
Every person has the right 
to feel as good as possible, 
physically, mentally and 
emotionally.”q 
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FDIC recommends raising insured 
deposit limit for businesses 


By SHARON L. LYNCH 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. busi- 
nesses might be able to 
secure bank deposit insur- 
ance for accounts hold- 
ing more than $250,000 if 
Congress agrees with the 
Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corp.'s new proposal to 
ease the industry turmoil 
that has sparked three 
bank failures in the past 
two months. 
The FDIC recommended 
the change Monday, re- 
thinking the decades-old 
limit and seeking more 
flexibility to cover higher 
deposits on a "targeted" 
basis. Raising the insurance 
limit for business accounts 
that pay for company op- 
erations such as payroll 
would shore up accounts 
that pose the most risk to 
financial stability, the FDIC 
said. 
The proposed change ap- 
pears to openly acknowl- 
edge that the FDIC is look- 
ing for ways to calm both 
depositors and markets as 
the agency contends with 
the third bank run this year. 
First Republic Bank be- 
came the second largest 
failure in history Monday 
when 
regulators 
seized 
it and JP Morgan Chase 
stepped up as a buyer. 
"The recent failures of Sili- 
con Valley Bank and Sig- 
nature Bank, and the deci- 
sion to approve Systemic 


Risk Exceptions to protect 
the uninsured depositors 
at those institutions, raised 
fundamental 
questions 
about the role of deposit 
insurance in the United 
States 
banking 
system," 
FDIC Chairman Martin J. 
Gruenberg said in a state- 
ment accompanying the 
regulator's recommenda- 
tions. The FDIC is a govern- 
ment agency formed dur- 
ing the Great Depression to 
restore faith in U.S. banking 
institutions. 
As of December, more 
than 99% of U.S. deposit 
accounts held less than 
$250,000, and so were au- 
tomatically covered by ex- 
isting FDIC insurance, Gru- 
enberg said. 
However, the system re- 
mains subject to the sort 
of bank runs that brought 
down First Republic, de- 
spite a consortium of big 
lenders having pooled $30 
billion in cash to stabilize 
the bank as recently as 
March. 
Last Monday, First Repub- 


lic reported its first-quarter 
results, shocking investors 
when it revealed that de- 
positors 
had 
withdrawn 
$100 billion, most in mid- 
March immediately after 
Silicon Valley Bank and 
Signature Bank failed. First 
Republic's stock plunged 
more than 50% the day 
after the report. U.S. Rep. 
Patrick 
McHenry, 
who 
leads the House Financial 
Services Committee, issued 
a statement Monday not- 
ing that the FDIC "used its 
available tools to resolve 
First Republic Bank" but 
the 
congressman 
didn't 
immediately address the 
agency's 
recommenda- 
tions for change. In seeking 
additional powers to in- 
sure business accounts, the 
FDIC 
said 
technological 
advances both hasten the 
speed of information and 
let depositors quickly take 
their money elsewhere at 
the first sign of trouble. Both 
factors can spur "faster, 
and more costly, bank 
runs," the agency said.q 


The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) seal is shown outside its headquarters, March 
14, 2023, in Washington. 
Associated Press 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Kibrahacha: Tel. 583 4908 
San Nicolas: Tel. 584 5712 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Environmental groups sue FAA over SpaceX Texas rocket launch 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE 
CANAVERAL, 
Fla. 
(AP) — Wildlife and envi- 
ronmental 
groups 
sued 
the Federal Aviation Ad- 
ministration 
on 
Monday 
over SpaceX's launch last 
month of its giant rocket 
from Texas. 
SpaceX's Starship soared 
24 miles (39 kilometers) high 
before exploding over the 
Gulf of Mexico on April 20. 
The rocket's self-destruct 
system caused the nearly 
400-foot (120-meter) rock- 
et to blow up, as it spun out 
of control just minutes into 
the test flight. 
An attorney for the Cen- 
ter for Biological Diversity, 
one of the plaintiffs, said 
the groups are suing over 
what they consider to be 
the FAA's failure to fully 
consider the environmen- 
tal impacts of the Starship 
program near Boca Chi- 
ca Beach in South Texas. 
They asked the court to 
throw out the five-year li- 
cense the FAA granted to 
SpaceX. The FAA declined 
comment, noting it doesn't 
comment 
on 
ongoing 
litigation. The agency is 
overseeing the accident 
investigation and has or- 
dered all SpaceX Starships 
grounded until it's certain 
that public safety will not 
be compromised. 
Over the weekend, SpaceX 
founder and chief execu- 
tive, Elon Musk, said his 
company could be ready 
to launch the next Starship 
in six to eight weeks with 
the FAA's OK. 
No injuries or significant 
damage to public proper- 
ty were reported from any 
of the rocket wreckage or 
flying pad debris. A large 
crater was carved into the 
concrete pad, as most of 
the rocket's 33 main en- 
gines ignited at liftoff. 
The launch pad is on a 
remote site on the south- 
ernmost tip of Texas, just 
below South Padre Island, 
and about 20 miles from 
Brownsville. 
The U.S. Fish and Wild- 
life Service reported last 
week that large concrete 
chunks, 
stainless 
steel 
sheets, metal and other 
objects were hurled thou- 
sands of feet (hundreds 


of meters) from the pad. 
In addition, a plume of 
pulverized concrete sent 
material up to 6.4 miles (4 
kilometers) northwest of the 
pad, the service noted. 
It was the first launch of a 
full-size Starship, with the 
sci-fi-looking spacecraft on 
top the huge booster rock- 
et. The company plans to 
use it to send people and 
cargo to the moon and, ul- 
timately, Mars. NASA wants 
to use Starship to ferry as- 
tronauts to the lunar sur- 
face as soon as 2025. 
Joining 
the 
Center 
for 
Biological Diversity in the 
lawsuit, filed in U.S. District 
Court in Washington, are 
the American Bird Conser- 
vancy, Surfrider Founda- 
tion, Save RGV (Rio Grande 
Valley) and the Carrizo/ 
Comecrudo Nation of Tex- 


as. 
"It's vital that we protect life 
on Earth even as we look 
to the stars in this modern 
era of spaceflight," the 
Center for Biological Diver- 
sity's Jared Margolis said in 
a statement. "Federal offi- 
cials should defend vulner- 
able wildlife and frontline 
communities, not give a 
pass to corporate interests 
that want to use treasured 
coastal landscapes as a 
dumping ground for space 
waste." 
Over the weekend, Musk 
said changes are being 
made at the launch pad 
to avoid what he called a 
dust storm and "rock torna- 
do" at the next launch. 
"To the best of our knowl- 
edge there has not been 
any meaningful damage 
to the environment that 


we're aware of," Musk said. 
Musk 
has 
promised 
to 
make improvements to the 
next Starship before it flies. 
The self-destruct system will 
need to be modified, he 
said, so that the rocket ex- 
plodes immediately — not 
40 seconds or so afterward, 
as was the case with this in- 
augural run, he said.q 


SpaceX's Starship turns after its launch from Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Thursday, April 20, 
2023. 
Associated Press 
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By JIMMY GOLEN 
AP Sports Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — The Presi- 
dents’ Trophy curse was too 
strong — even for a team 
coming off the best regular 
season in NHL history. 
After a record-setting year, 
the Boston Bruins failed to 
get out of the first round of 
the playoffs, losing to the 
Florida Panthers in overtime 
in seven games on Sunday 
night. 
And suddenly, Boston fans 
who were eagerly planning 
for two parades – the Celt- 
ics are primed for a long 
playoff run, too – instead 
are 
wondering 
where 
this Bruins’ collapse ranks 
among the city’s all-time 
worst. 
“It’s not the outcome you 
want, and we’re extremely 
disappointed,” said Bruins 
captain Patrice Bergeron, 
who teased retirement af- 
ter last season but returned 
for one more run at the 
Stanley Cup. “Especially 
with the team we had. It’s 
not where we want to be.” 
The Bruins fired coach Bruce 
Cassidy after a first-round 
exit last year and replaced 
him with Jim Montgomery, 
then coaxed Bergeron and 
David Krejci away from 
possible retirement in the 
hopes of getting a second 
NHL title in a dozen years. 
They won 17 of their first 19 
games and did not lose in 
regulation at home until 


mid-January. 
General 
manager 
Don 
Sweeney 
added 
Dmitry 
Orlov and Garnet Hatha- 
way at the trade deadline 
for toughness. Linus Ullmark 
developed into a Vezina 
Trophy runaway as the best 
goalie in the league, with 
Jeremy Swayman rotating 
in for one of the most pro- 
ductive tandems in history. 
Put it all together and it 
added up to NHL records 
of 65 wins and 135 points. 
But the same playoff disap- 
pointment. 
“I’m proud of everything 
we’ve accomplished with 


this group,” Bergeron said. 
“It’s a special group on 
many levels. The individuals 
we have … Obviously, it’s 
far from the outcome that 
we wanted.” 
Finishing with the best re- 
cord in the regular season 
has become a dubious dis- 
tinction: Only twice in 20 
years has the Presidents’ 
Trophy winner gone on 
to win the Stanley Cup — 
most recently a decade 
ago when the Blackhawks 
beat Boston in the final. 
Since then, only one team 
has made it past the sec- 
ond round. 


In other sports, too, reg- 
ular-season 
records 
are 
no guarantee of playoff 
success: The 2001 Seattle 
Mariners won 116 games 
but didn’t even make the 
World Series, and the 2016 
Golden 
State 
Warriors 
broke the NBA record with 
73 wins but lost in the finals. 
And then there’s the 2007 
New England Patriots, who 
won all 18 games in the 
regular season and playoffs 
before losing in the Super 
Bowl — a loss that still stings 
for local sports fans. 
“The regular season is very 
special, with what we were 


able to build together,” 
Bruins forward Brad March- 
and said. “At the end of 
the day, we play the regu- 
lar season to get a spot in 
the Stanley Cup playoffs, to 
play for a Cup, and that’s 
the goal every year is to 
play for a Cup, not to dom- 
inate the regular season. 
Special, what we built and 
what were able to do to- 
gether, but fell short of our 
goal.” 
Next year could look quite 
different. 
Bergeron, who missed the 
first four games of the series, 
said he was playing with a 
herniated disk but did not 
elaborate on whether the 
injury would affect his de- 
cision to return for another 
season, when he would 
turn 38. Krejci wasn’t made 
available for comment. 
Bergeron lingered on the 
ice long after the hand- 
shake line, giving the re- 
maining fans a stick wave 
and ushering his team- 
mates into the tunnel. Af- 
ter a long embrace with 
Marchand, Bergeron left 
the rink — perhaps for the 
last time. 
“I’m going to take some 
time and talk with the fam- 
ily and go from there,” the 
five-time Selke Trophy win- 
ner said. “Right now, it’s 
hard to process anything. 
Obviously, we’re shocked 
and disappointed. So that’s 
it.”q 


Presidents’ Trophy curse hits record-setting Boston Bruins 


Boston Bruins' Patrice Bergeron (37) greets teammates as they file off the ice after losing to the 
Florida Panthers in overtime during Game 7 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff 
series, Sunday, April 30, 2023, in Boston. 
Associated Press 


MLB lefty batting average up, game time down 28 minutes 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Batting 


average for left-handed 
hitters was up 13 percent- 
age points through the first 


full month of the season, an 
impact of baseball's new 
rule changes. 
The 
biggest 
noticeable 
impact has been when 
games are ending. Aver- 
age time of a nine-inning 
game is 2 hours, 37 min- 
utes, down from 3:05 at the 
same point last year. 
Clubhouse staff and play- 
ers are getting home while 
their families are still awake. 
"It 
definitely 
makes 
life 
easier," Cleveland's Shane 
Bieber, the 2020 AL Cy 
Young Award winner, said 
Monday. 
Boosted by new rules de- 
signed to speed play and 
increase 
action, 
stolen 
bases rose 40% to their 
highest level in nearly a 


quarter-century and scor- 
ing increased by 1.1 runs 
per game. 
Pitch clock violations aver- 
aged 0.74, and the New 
York Mets topped the ma- 
jor leagues with 17 while 
the Los Angeles Dodgers 
and Detroit tied for the few- 
est with four each. Of 313 
clock violations, 204 were 
by pitchers, 91 by batters 
and four by catchers. 
In addition, there were five 
penalties for batter time- 
outs, eight for pitcher disen- 
gagements and one for vi- 
olation the shirt restrictions. 
"The data looks really prom- 
ising so far," Theo Epstein, 
the former Boston Red Sox 
and Chicago Cubs execu- 
tive who consulted on the 


innovations, said Monday. 
"The game had been veer- 
ing in a direction where the 
only way to score was hope 
for a walk and a homer. 
And now we're seeing with 
an increased batting aver- 
age on balls in play, the in- 
creased rate of stolen-base 
attempts 
the 
improved 
success rate of stolen bases 
a lot of rallies that start with 
a single, then you have a 
stolen base and then you 
have another single and 
there's a run. And that's 
more entertaining." 
Limits on infield shifts, a 
pitch clock and larger bas- 
es were implemented in 
an attempt to counter the 
impact of the Analytics Era 
suffocation of offense.q 


The pitch clock is visible as Baltimore Orioles starting pitcher 
Dean Kremer winds up to deliver during the sixth inning of a 
baseball game against the Boston Red Sox, April 24, 2023, in 
Baltimore, Md. 
Associated Press 
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Truex wins NASCAR race at Dover for 3rd time on a Monday 


By DAN GELSTON 
AP Sports Writer 
DOVER, Del. (AP) — Mar- 
tin Truex Jr. mastered the 
Monster Mile on a Monday 
for the third time in his ca- 
reer and the former NAS- 
CAR champion snapped 
a 54-race winless streak 
overall in the Cup Series at 
Dover Motor Speedway. 
Thanks to a race post- 
poned a day because of 
rain, it was a long weekend 
sweep for the Truex broth- 
ers. Younger brother Ryan 
Truex won the second-tier 
Xfinity Series race on Satur- 
day for his first NASCAR vic- 
tory across all three nation- 
al series in 188 career starts. 
Big brother poked his head 
in Ryan's Toyota as he 
pulled it into victory lane. 
Martin 
appreciated 
the 
winning weekend for the 
family. "It's just special," 
Truex said. "It was such a 
big day for our family to see 
Ryan do that on Saturday." 
Martin knows how to get to 
victory lane at Dover. The 
2017 Cup champion has 
the blueprint on how to 
win at the Monster Mile on 
a Monday. Truex raced to 
his first NASCAR Cup win on 
June 4, 2007, at Dover and 
12 years later used another 
rainout to take the check- 
ered flag on May 6, 2019. 
Truex also won a regularly 
scheduled Sunday race 
here in 2016. 
Truex held strong on the 
outside lane Monday off 
the final restart to hold off 
runner-up Ross Chastain 
by a half-second. Ryan 
Blaney, William Byron and 
Denny Hamlin complet- 
ed the top five. Truex was 
once of the most dominant 
drivers in the series, winning 
a career-best eight times in 
2017 and 23 times overall 
from 2016 to 2019. But the 
Joe Gibbs Racing driver 
had been winless since his 
last Cup victory on Sept. 
11, 2021, at Richmond 
Raceway. Determined to 
rebound from a winless 
season, Truex opened his 
18th full season with an ex- 
hibition victory in the Busch 
Light Clash in the Los Ange- 
les Memorial Coliseum. 
He did have three top-10 
finishes this season in the 
No. 19 Toyota, but couldn't 
find his way to victory lane 
until Monday. He earned 


his 32nd career Cup victory 
and became the 10th driv- 
er to win four or more Cup 
races at Dover. 
"It feels nice to get one to 
come around our way," 
Truex said. 
SO 
YOU'RE 
TELLING 
ME 


THERE'S A CHANCE? 
Noah Gragson made the 
cut. 
No, not to victory lane, 
but to his head when he 
shaved the sides and left 
only a mop-topped shock 
of hair on top. 


Gragson joked, "I'm gonna 
put it right on black, baby," 
as he flashed an auto- 
graphed $100 bill from fel- 
low NASCAR driver Austin 
Dillon as part the payout 
for the bet that the Legacy 
Motor Club driver would 


get a bowl cut. 
"Some say I lost a bet," 
Gragson said. "I think I won." 
He sure didn't win at Do- 
ver, finishing 34th because 
of an early wreck. Gragson 
hasn't finished better than 
30th in any of his last five 
races. 
HE SAID IT 
"Probably needs to get his 
butt whooped," Brennan 
Poole after he was hit by 
Ross Chastain in a wreck 
that also took out Kyle Lar- 
son. 
UP NEXT 
NASCAR heads to Kansas 
Speedway. Kurt Busch won 
likely the last race of his ca- 
reer there after it was cut 
short because of a head 
injury suffered in a crash at 
Pocono last summer. Bub- 
ba Wallace won the fall 
race at the track.q 


Martin Truex Jr. (19) races into turn 3 during the NASCAR 400 auto race at Dover Motor Speed- 
way Monday, May 1, 2023, in Dover, Del. 
Associated Press 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 
Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 


You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 


great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort. 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together." 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


